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Once you pick an animal, you need to figure out how you will 
represent it in your photograph. I have used figurines for most of 
the photos. But if you have reasonably obedient pets, why not use 
the real thing? 
(Warning: if you plan on using your pet fish, please do not remove 
the fish from the water. I do not want to be responsible for your 
fish funeral.)
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Grab a camera. Don’t be 
intimidated by the thought that 
an iPhone camera isn’t good 
enough. Grab whatever you have 
that you are comfortable with. 
Heck, take a polaroid if you want 
to. This is your art so own it!for 
your fish funeral.)
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Get a donut. Or a dozen… 
Options never hurt and you 
might be inspired by the various 
arrangements of sprinkles.
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Decided where to shoot. I prefer open spaces with simple 
backgrounds so that the focus is immediately brought to the 
animal and donut. The less visual noise the better..
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Now get creative. How do you 
want to arrange your combo 
within the space? There are no 
rules, and no wrong choices. Is 
the animal laying on the donut 
like a raft? Is the donut being 
stalked by the animal? Is the 
animal being stalked by the 
donut? .
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The best professional tip I can 
give you is: Light is important. If 
your photos lack punch or spice, 
try moving closer to a window, 
use a lamp or even a flashlight. 
You can get creative with 
lighting too!

When you are ready, share your photos. Don’t be 
afraid of feedback, it will help you grow as a 
photographer. Then, try again. Start the process 

over again and find what works for you.

You may be thinking to yourself 
“Why should I take animal 
donut photos? These seem 
silly.” And indeed, you are right, 
they are silly but everyone 
needs a little whimsy in their 
life!

Taking fun and admittedly 
delicious photos
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Oh, that’s not enough for you? 
Fine.
Maybe this will give you more 
incentive. What you learn taking 
photos of disparate objects like 
animals and donuts can be 
applied to any kind of photogra-
phy. It helps you develop areas 
of your brain associated with 
visual perception, composition, 
and finding connections 
between seemingly unrelated 
objects and ideas. 
So: 1

Decide on an animal. I know 
what you are thinking but no, 
the donuts do not come first. I 
tried that out in the beginning 
and I ended up eating them as I 
tried to choose an animal. In the 
end you will end up with 
crumbs on your lap, an extra 5 
pounds on your waist and no 
animal donut photo to make it 
worth it.


